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“Number, please?”” The telephone operator pictured above is Miss June Bice, 
-of the Alma staff, Vancouver. 








Photo by Leonard Frank 


Point Grey Silhouette 





WE TOPPED OUR 
VICTORY LOAN 
QUOTA 






VANCOUVER TORE 
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Symbolic of the way employees of the B. C. Telephone Company and associated com- 
panies rallied to the support of the Fifth Victory Loan is this scene showing Long Distance 
operators, Vancouver, recording the exceeding of their quota by placing the final “bomb” 





on the map of Axis Europe. Operators in the photo, left to right, are: Miss Grace Taylor, 
Miss Audrey Watson, Miss Peggy Simpson, Miss Leonie Byron, Miss Winnifred Mawer 
(the canvasser for the office), Mrs. Esmee Cruickshank, Miss Helen Ritchie, Miss Mavis 
Blundell, Miss Kathleen Loiselle, Miss Adele Holmes and Miss Marjorie Ferguson. 








—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


Executives of the Telephone Employees’ War Savings Committee receiving the flag awarded to 
the Vancouver and Mainland staff of the B. C. Telephone Company and associated companies for 
exceeding their Fifth Victory Loan quota. Left to right: C. W. Halford, chairman; B. R. Bland, T. H. 
Halford, H. W. Foulkes, N. F. Pullen, W. G. Lindsay, T. M. Sherwood and George Gudewill, of the 
Payroll savings section, National War Finance Committee, who presented the flag. 


—Photo by Duncan Macphail 


And here are Victoria War Savings Committee members with the Victory Loan flag won by the 
Vancouver Island staff. Left to right: H. Payne, F. Holtum, R. Williams, Miss M. Burley, R. Ard, 
T. P. Waters, R. Heybrook (of the Payroll savings section, National War Finance Committee, who 
presented the flag), Miss P. Love, J. A. Mackintosh, Miss E. R. Walker, P. Nevard and Miss E. 


Warburton. 








—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


A. J. (Art) Rudland (above), who had charge of Fifth Victory Loan sales in the Hastings East area 
of Vancouver, liked the B. C. Telephone Company's Victory Loan advertisement so well he obtained 
extra copies of newspapers in which it appeared and distributed the cuttings among his salesmen. 
Mr. Rudland is pictured here displaying the ad. He and his men did a grand job, sharing honors with 
the Grandview group in winning the J. L. Trumbull trophy for having the highest percentage of 
quota (123.89%) in Vancouver. 
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One of the reasons the B. C. Telephone Company has been able to cope with the pressure of 
wartime business has been the return to work of former operators, who had married and settled 
down to housework. One of those who answered the company’s call for help was Mrs. J. M. 
Saunders (formerly Miss Edna Schell), who is pictured above with her daughter, Miss Valerie. They 
are both now working at the Hastings switchboard, Vancouver. 
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If people would consult the telephone directory before asking “Information” for a number, they 
would do much to lighten the wartime problems of Information operators. A large percentage of 
queries are for numbers already listed. Two of the B. C. Telephone Company’s Information operators 
are pictured above. At the left is Miss Patricia Jones, of Vancouver, and at the right is Miss 
Daphne Fillmore, of Victoria. 
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Providing Christmas gifts for children of the B. C. Protestant Orphans’ Home is an annual custom 
of Victoria telephone operators. Each operator draws from a box the name of a child for whom she 
will provide a present. The trio participating in the drawing above, left to right, are: Miss P. West, 
Long Distance; Miss M. Taylor, Local; and Miss D. Brownhill, Long Distance. 





—Photo by Duncan Macphail 


The term “strong, silent men” is aptly applied to members of the B. C. Telephone Company’s con- 
struction department, for when they’re on a job they give and receive most of their instructions, 
not by word of mouth, but by hand or arm signals. Above is Melvyn R. Achenbach, Victoria lineman, 
giving the “word” to raise a telephone pole—a “lift” signal to a man operating a winch on a truck. 
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Let’s take a look at Archie Broadfoot’s gang, Victoria, replacing a pole that had rotted at the base. 
The photo at the left shows William Campbell, lineman, clearing the crossarms of the old pole, 
Preparatory to the transfer of the lines to the new. At the right, W. McKenzie, T. McLaren, 
M. Achenbach and F. Marshall are “framing” the new pole—cutting notches and boring bolt holes 
for crossarms. 





—Photos by Duncan Macphail 


Left: Up goes the new pole. The actual raising is done by a winch on a truck. The pike poles are 
used for steadying purposes. Right: And now the pole is up, ready to be straightened. Linemen 
quickly ascend to transfer crossarms, wires and cables. 








nr. 


—Photos by Dominion Photo Co. 
To the Adkins clan of Vancouver the telephone business is a family affair, with two brothers, their 
wives and a daughter all in the Telephone Company’s service at the present time. The brothers, 
Norman and Stanley, are permanent employees; the wives are former operators who loyally returned 
to duty because of the wartime staff shortage. 
Upper left is Miss Norma Adkins and her mother, Mrs. Norman Adkins, at the Bayview switch- 
board. Upper right is Norman Adkins connecting terminal box wires in the repair shop. 


Lower left is Mrs. Stanley Adkins at the Alma switchboard. Right is Stanley Adkins at work in 
the plant records department. 
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Long distance lines are humming these days with the voices of Canada at war—and linking these 
voices is the wartime job of the British Columbia Telephone Company's army of operators. Important 
calls, speeded on their way by the magic fingers of operators, pass steadily through Victoria’s Long 
Distance switchboard, pictured above. 





YOUNG FOLKS...OLD FOLKS 
MILES APART 


United by 
LONG-DISTANCE 





The baby in the advertisement and the little girl duplicating the baby’s pose are one and the same 
child, with a span of five years between pictures. The young lady is Miss Rill Sutherland, daughter 
of Peard Sutherland, assistant public relations manager, Vancouver. The baby photo was taken at 
the age of nine months; the other (a recent portrait) at the age of five years, nine months. 
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Record Sum Subscribed by Staff 
to Fifth Victory Loan 


ELEPHONE people have done it 
again! 
Responding to the Fifth Victory 
Loan appeal employees of the British 
Columbia Telephone Company and asso- 
ciated telephone companies went “over 
the top” by exceeding their quota, sub- 
scribing $176,843. This was the largest 
amount the staff ever raised in a Victory 
Loan campaign, according to the report 
on the recent canvass by C. W. Halford, 
chairman of the Telephone Employees’ 
War Savings Committec. 

Percentage of the staff participating 
was 94.5. Percentage of quota reached 
was 102.8, or nearly $5,000 in excess 
of the sum sought. 

During the campaign, 287 cash ap- 
plications for bonds, totalling $46,450, 
were received, while 1,161 signed to buy 
bonds, totalling $76,500, under the Pay- 
roll Savings Plan. The total subscrip- 
tion for bonds was $122,950. The 
amount involved in pledges for War 
Savings Certificates, covering a six- 
month period of payroll deductions, was 
$53,893. 

A comparison of results achieved by 
employees in the various communities, 
on the basis of participation, follows: 






No. Emp. % 
Amount Emp. Part. Part. 

Abbotsford .. $ 3862 9 9 100 
Agassiz .. 156 5 5 100 
Albion 174 3 3 100 
Belmont 104 4 4 100 
B. R. Mines 348 4 4 100 
Chase .... 120 8 83 100 
Chemainus 534 7 7 100 
Cloverdale 434 7 7 100 
Cobble Hill 492 4 4 100 
Colquitz 11 6 6 100 
Courtenay 1,282 13 13° 100 
Cumberlan 200 5 5 100 
Duncan 1,424 15 15 100 
Ganges 532 7 7 100 
Golden 226 3 8 100 
Grand Forks 1,962 7 7 100 





























No. Emp. % 
Amount Emp. Part. Part. 

Greenwood 126 3 3 100 
Haney . 217 6 6 100 
Hope . 246 2 2 100 
Invermere 308 5 5 100 
Kamloops 3,606 30 29 «OF 
Kaslo 158 3 3 100 
Keating 212 6 6 100 
Keremeos .. 72 3 3 100 
Ladner .. 780 8 8 100 
Ladysmith 216 6 6 100 
Langley 678 11 11 100 
Merritt . 582 7 7 100 
Nanaimo 8,684 44 43 98 
Nelson . 4,082 34 32 «(94 
New Denver 6 3 1 33 
New Westminste: 8,090 100 97 «(97 
North Vancouve: 8,346 43 43 100 
Oliver ... 226 8 3 100 
Parksville 246 6 6 100 
Port Albei 942 13 13 100 
Port Coquitlam 204 5 5 100 
Port Moody 268 5 5 100 
Princeton 492 5 5 100 
Rossland 369 6 6 100 
Sidney . 342. «11~—«11-«100 
Sooke 242 5 5 100 
Steveston 300 4 4 100 
Trail . 1,898 17 17 100 
Vancouver 12,508 1,516 1,418 93 
Victoria ... 18,758 187 177 95 





West Vancouver 1,226 22 22 100 
Cranbrook 910 13 13 100 
Creston 316 6 6 100 
Fernie 558 8 8 100 
Kimberley 578 7 7 100 
Michel 12 1 1 100 
Campbell Ri 224 5 5 100 
Ocean Falls 146 3 3 100 
Powell River 414 5 5 100 
. Prince George 266 3 3 100 
Chilliwack 648 11 7 64 
Mission 362 6 6 100 
176,843 2,289 2,163 94.5 


Following is-a comparison of the re- 
sults obtained by various groups in the 
system, during the Fifth, Fourth and 
Third Victory Loan drives, on the basis 
of percentages of quota attained: 


Trarric DEPARTMENT 
CLASS A OFFICES 
oth 4th 8rd 


Cafeteria 256 288 284 
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sth 4th srd sth ath 8rd 
129 105 8=6110 Langley 16 100 97 
121 118 = 108 ~— Colquitz 69 15 80 
lll 124 161 Haney 63 100 = =100 
110 100 83 Belmont 58 27 38 
108 115 81 = Powell River 53 176 123 
103 «122,118 Michel 50 ©6200 100 
100 91 103 Prince 23 27 66 


Dial Service ... 
North Vancouver 
Victoria ... 
Information 
Glenburn .... 
New Westminster 
Vancouver Toll 
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Observation .. 97 84 93 New Denver 10 95 126 
General Traffi 96 89 128 
Langara 93. 96 100 PLANT DEPARTMENT 
School at 87 Nelson Plant 165 188 96 
‘Alma 81 83 82 Garage .... 1387 = :101 95 
Hastings 81 89 91 Kamloops . 125 124 108 
West i} a7 95 100 Kootenay Telephone Plant.. 112 105 __..... 
Kerisdale nc 3°. 8 gg Chilliwack Plant 1100 67) 
Patria, er 5 Nanaimo Plant 108 97 712 
santeaa 70, 85 80 Mission Plant 101 92S 
Dexter . 66 7 55 Plant Accounting 101 7 88 
Plant Clerica! 100 «128 106 
1 CLASS BOFBICES 125 New Westminster Plant. 96 95 80 
Nelson . 145 145 North Plant 90 ness 
Duncan 127 112 U1 Plant Construction a 788 
Kamloop! M5 126112 Vancouver Maintenan 83 88 89 
Port Alberni 108) 159 12 Plant Engineering 81 91 69 
Lar bs bs a North-west Plant 80 50 37 
Nanaimo 62 13 94 Victoria Plant 74 15 81 





Installation ... 64 62. 56 
CLASS C/ORRICNS COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT AND 


Cobble Hill 3560-255 192 GENERAL 




































i 8 
Hmbrley an 135 id Trail Commercial Z BTA se 
Oliver 198 188 221 Victoria Commercial 161 140130 
Golden li 100 260 Chilliwack Commercial 143120 15 
‘Goble... 168 157 306 Nelson Commercial 130 «177105 
Chase 167 183 150 Revenue Accounting 128 100 = 108 
Ganges 162 112 188 Cranbrook Commercial 127, 100 =: 100 
Ladner 150 140 1103 New West’r Commercial 120 105° —..90 
Port Moody 139 118 100 4H. O. Voucher M7 12815 
Princeton 138 103 100 Kamloops Comn 115 80 127 
Steveston . 185 182 142 Head Office ... 100 Hs He 
Merritt 135 93 100 Commercial Engineers 16 
Cat bell River 185 81 112 Vancouver Commercial 69 69 718 
Pere ee a76gag«Sanitors and Building... 68 68 © T1 
Greenwoo 131 100 133 
Cumberland 128 74 = 105 
Kaslo .... 125 126 133 
Invermere 123 248 198 “yy” Flag Awards 
Rossland _ 78 9 In recognition of our Victory Loan 
Agassiz 218 104 ug achievement, we have been awarded two 
Cloverdale ALO e Actas” O98 “v” flags. ‘This award is made exclus- 
Keating a0 97 ns ively to employee groups in which 90% 
Port Coquitlam 110 100 ASI or more of all the employees have pur- 
Albion .. 107-108-178 chased Bonds and/or War Savings Certi- 
Abbotsford 105 95 100 ficates, at least to the amount of their 
Parksville eer a overall dollar objective. 
Orean, Falls aA 06 114 For the Fifth Victory Loan Campaign 
Keremens 95 61 100 the National War Finance Committee 
Chemalous 92 59 94 divided us into two groups — Victoria 
Sidney . 9 63 82 and Island employees and Vancouver 
Courtenay. 7 11 63 and Mainland employees. Since each 
Cranbrook of 143 group achieved its objectives, a “V” 
Ladysmith 80r6 3312. 276 flag was awarded to each. See presenta- 
eral be a 63 tion photos on page 2. 

Te on 


Grand Forks 79 87 ~=—s:180 
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A Farewell to E. F. Helliwell 


RNEST FRANK HELLIWELL, 
ley an executive of the British Col- 

umbia Telephone Company for 
30 years, during 24 of which he served 
as general commercial superintendent, 
retired on pension on November 80. 
Members of the executive and staff 
rid good-bye to Mr, Helliwell at an in- 
formal gathering on the afternoon of 
his departure, at which time James 
Hamilton, vice-president, presented him 
with a Longines watch and chain and 
a silver cigarette box, on behalf of 
officials of all departments and the 
entire staff of the commercial depart- 
ment. 

Mrs. Helliwell, who was also present, 
received a floral 
tribute — a bou- 
quet of mauve and 
yellow chrysan- 
themums, pr 
sented by Miss 
Rossie Maywood, 
of the commercial 
department. 

a. EF. Helliwell 
was well named 
Ernest Frank — 
for those who 
know him best will 
recognize earnest- 
ness and frankne: 
as two of his out- 
standing charac- 
teristics, to which 
should be added a 
great capacity for 
work. 

Although he has 
been an executive 
for a great many 
years, his rise to 
the top was not an 
easy one. Since his 
early boyhood he 
has worked under 














Ss 





Ernest F. Helliwell 


a physical handicap, an accident hav- 
ing destroyed the sight of his left eye 
when he was 10 years of age. 

He was born in Toronto and it was 
in Toronto that he got his first job 
when he was 17—cashier in a wholesale 
and retail hardware establishment. His 
next engagement was with a loan com- 
pany. 

Then, to bolster his health, he de- 
cided to go off to the Minnesota woods, 
where he worked in a logging camp for 
six year 





He was employed as a timekeeper in 
a camp near Hibbing, Minnesota, but 
in the next few years he had a whirl at 
practically every type of job in the 
logging opera- 
tions, including 
ding” logs and 
poling them along 
the waterways. 
He the 
position of general 
foreman in charge 
of the sawmill, and 
then, concluding 
that he could go 
no further in that 
business, decided 
to move on. 

He came out to 
the co and ar- 
rived in Vancouver 
on January 15, 
1907, a day which 
he remembers as 
the coldest in Van- 
couver’s history. 
His Minnesota 
perience helped 
him to gain the 
position of 
tant superintend- 
ent, secretary and 
finally manager of 
the old Pacific 








rose to 











asSsis~ 
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the position of secre- 
tary and in the fall of 
1919 he became general 
commercial superinten- 
dent. 

In October of 1918, 
Mr. Helliwell was mar- 
ried to Miss Nora Ger- 
aldine Thomson, of 
Vancouver, who died in 


August, 1931. THe re- 
married in November, 


1933. The present Mrs. 
Helliwell is the former 
Miss Kathleen S. Per- 
rin, who was the com- 
pany’s health super- 
visor for a number of 
years. 

Mr. Helliwell has two 


sons, Peter, a former 
James Hamilton (left), vice-president, making the farewell pres- V u ee ? en “ 
entation to BE. F, Helliwell, general commercial superintendent, ancouver  ‘newspaper- 
just retired, Photo by Claud Dettloff. man, now of the edi- 
torial staff of the Tor- 

Coast Lumber Mills. his firm was onto Star, and Donald, at school. 


absorbed by another in 1910, although 
he continued in the organization, wind- 
ing up details, for another year. 

Then he went into the business of 
manufacturing turpentine, a step that 
had a direct bearing on the launching 
of his telephone career, for, as he ex- 
plains—he became a telephone man 
because there wasn’t enough turpentine 
in B. C. wood. 


One of the men identified with the 
turpentine venture was the late Wil- 
liam Farrell, then president of the B. 
C. Telephone Company. The turpentine 
business collapsed when it was estab- 
lished that B. C. wood was not a good 
enough source for the product. This 
apparent disaster was actually a stroke 
of luck for Mr. Helliwell, as Mr. Far- 
rell then brought him into the telephone 
business. 

He joined the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany on September 1, 1913, as assis- 
tant secretary-treasurer. He later held 





His interests are numerous and 
varied. He has always been active in 
the work of the Vancouver Preven- 
torium. He was vice-president and 


chairman of the finance committee of 
that organization from the time of its 
inception in 1931 until last year, when 
he was elected president. 

Among his other affiliations are the 
Rotary Club, the Vancouver Board of 
Trade, the Canadian Club, the Terminal 
City Club and the Quilchena Golf Club. 

ee Be 
Dance Proceeds for Prisoners 
Tuankine the B. C. Telephone dance 
committee, Vancouver, for a contribu- 
tion of $127.60 from the last dance 
proceeds, Kirke S. Loucks, executive 
secretary of the Vancouver Branch, 
Canadian Red Cross, said in a letter to 
Harold M. Clarke, secretary of the dance 
committee, that the donation had been 
“ear-marked for prisoner-of-war food 
parcels’’, as requested by the committee. 
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Many Promotions and Title Changes 
Announced by Company 





ROMOTIONS and title changes, 
eee a lengthy list of officials, 

were announced recently by the 
British Columbia Telephone Company, 
and are now in effect. 

The successor to E. F. Helliwell, who 
retired as general commercial superin- 
tendent, is John D. Johnston, former 
district commercial superintendent, 
Vancouver. Mr. Johnston, however, 
takes the title of general commercial 
manager. 





The titles of other general superin- 
tendents have likewise been changed, N. 
G. Fitchpatrick now being the general 
traffic manager and EF. P. 
LaBelle the general plant 
manager. 


Gordon L. Frost, 
former commercial en- 
gineer, has been appointed 
executive assistant to the 
general manager. 

C. Whitmore Halford, 


Above: 





Right: 





George 








John D. Johnston, 


general commercial manager. 


Gordon L. 
assistant to the general 
manager. 

', Whitmore Halford, 
district commercial manager, 
Vancouver. 

Photo of Mr. Johnston by 


Wadds: 
Charles West. 


former supervisor of commercial 


methods, succeeds Mr. Johnston. His 
title is district commercial manager, 


Vancouver. 

The title of Andrew J. Jack has been 
changed from district traffic superin- 
tendent, Vancouver, to district traffic 
manager, Vancouver. 

George Simpson, the former district 
sales manager, Vancouver, is the new 
supervisor of commercial methods. 

Brian R. Bland has become the dis- 
trict sales manager for Vancouver, and 
North, West, Richmond and Stev 
have been added to his territory. He 
was formerly chief clerk 
to the district commercial 
superintendent. 

Allister A. Sutherland, 
former paymaster, has 
been appointed to the 
new post of supervisor of 





ston 





revenue methods. 


The new paymaster is 


Frost, exec- 





others by 














Left to right: Allister A. Sutherland, supervisor of revenue methods; William (. Lindsay, pay- 


master; George Simpson, supervisor of commercial methods; and Brian R. Bland, di: 





rict sales 


manager, Vancouver. Photo of Mr. Bland by Artona; all others by Charles West. 


William G. Lindsay, former chief clerk, 
general accounting. 

W.S. (Stan) Thomas, of the general 
accounting office, is the new chief clerk 
of that department, succeeding W. G. 
Lindsay. 





Wilmar D. Stevens, of the auditor's 
office, is now chief clerk to the auditor. 

T. D. Owen-Turner, of the general 
manager’s staff, has been appointed 
chief clerk to the general manager. 

Monte G. Butler, transferred several 
months ago from the auditor's office to 
the paymaster’ 





office, has been ap- 
pointed payroll 
supervisor. 

W. S. Pipes has 
left the post of toll 
line engineer in the 
traffic engineering 
department to be- 
come development 
engineer, report- 
ing to the execu- 
tive assistant to 
the general man- 
ager. 

Edward Me- 
Millan, of the 
traffic engineering 


Left to right: W.s 
equipment engines 











department, is the new toll line engineer. 
K. K. (Teddy) Saul, of the equip- 
ment engineer’s staff, has been ap- 
pointed assistant equipment engineer. 
Gordon Morgan, chief adjuster, Van- 
couver, has been made district collec- 
tions manager, Vancouver. 


Ralph S. MacPherson has been 
named district commercial manager, 
New Westminster, instead of district 
commercial superintendent, New W 
minster, and his jurisdiction has been 

















Saul, assistant 
eagineer. Photos by 


8, development ¢ 
card McMillan 
Charles West. 
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Left to right: Alfred S. Vince, directory supervisor; 





R. 





Vancouver; James super 


clerk to the district commercial manager, 


extended to include Hope, Mission and 
Chilliwack. 

J. A. Mackintosh is 
manager, Victoria. 

Rate supervisor is the new title of 
John S. Halse, formerly of the com- 
mercial engineering department. 

Charles A. Moore, former district 
plant superintendent, Victoria, is now 
district plant manager, Victoria: Leo 
A. Griggs, former district plant chief, 
Nanaimo, is now district plant manager, 
Nanaimo; and Robert Smyth, former 
district plant chief, New Westminster, 


district sales 








Left to r 
Thomas, chief cle 
to the general manager. 


ight: Wilmar D. Stevens, chief eler. 
general accounting: 














~ D. Owen-Turner, chicf cle 
Photos by Charles West. 


H. Hatton Crerar, collections supervisor, 
r, Vancouver; Ronald W. J. Angus, chief 
Photos by Charles West. 








Vancouve: 





is now district plant mana New 
Westminster. 

Lend: Pi is chief clerk to the gen- 
e ral comnner ul manager. 

Alfred S. Vince, formerly of the 
printing and publicity department, is 
the new directory supervisor, reporting 
to the general commercial manager. 

H. (Bert) Carruthers is the printing 
and stationery supervisor. 

R. W. J. (Ron) Angus, formerly of 
the sales Brian R. 
Bland’s successor as chief clerk to dis- 
trict commercial manager, Vancouver. 

James R. Craw- 
ford been 
moved 











department, is 


h as 
from the 
collections depart- 
ment to the posi- 
tion of sales super- 
visor, Vancouver. 
H. Hatton Cre- 
formerly of 
district com- 
superin- 
office, 


rar, 
the 

mercial 
tendent’s 
named 


has been 


collections super- 
visor. 


With the public 


to the auditor; : 
is , lations depart- 


Ww: 8. 





ment taking the 
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place of the publicity department, N. F. 
Pullen, former publicity manager, is 
the new public relations manager, re- 
porting direct to the general manager. 
The printing and stationery depart- 





ment continues to be under his juris- 
diction. 

The assistant public relations man- 
ager is Peard Sutherland, formerly of 
the publicity department. 





They, Too, Serve Canada 


A tribute to the B. C. Telephone Company from the Observer, R. C. A. 
A. D. C. Observers, 


F, publication for 





W. S. Pipes, toll line engineer, 





of regional directors of the Aircraft Detection Corps at V 

Sooke; W. S. Pipes, B. ( 
Wragg, Duncan; B. F. 
Air Commodore EB, L. MacLeod, A.O.C,, No. 2 Group, RCAF; 





left to right, are: D. J. DeRoch 
H. J. Welch, Qualicum; J.C. 


Sqdn. Lr. R. E. Slinger, senior A.D.C, officer, | 
bell River; A, (Pete) Crozier, Port Alberni: J. 






ictoria, pictured above. In the photo, 
Telephone Co., one of the speakers; 
. Osborne, Half Moon Bay, Gulf Islands; 
Air Vice-Marshal Stevenson; 
C. Best, Ganges; Carl O. Thulin, Camp- 
‘ait, Nanaimo; and Lt.-Col. A. L. Coote, New 

















Westminster. Photo by K. H. Kinsman, of “The Daily Colonist”. 


HE R. C. A. F. pays tribute to the 
"T pate Columbia Telephone Com- 

pany for the major part it is play- 
ing in the successful operation of the 
Aircraft Detection Corps. 

Back in 1940, when the Corps was 
first organized on the West Coast, Mr. 
C. B. Diplock, then Assistant General 
Manager and now General Manager, 
was contacted, and details laid before 
him of the large part his Company 
could play in this organization and the 
many demands that must necessarily be 
made. Without hesitation Mr. Diplock 
offered the services of his Company's 








facilities, and advice on any technical 
matters necessary. As a result, the 
Aircraft Detection Corps got away to 
a good start with the full co-operation 
of its mainstay, namely communica- 
tions, without which it could not 
function. 

Immediately all employees of the 
B. C. Telephone Company received in- 
structions to the effect that Aircraft 
Detection Corps Observer reports were 
to be given immediate priority over any 
commercial traffic. Observers’ “jacks” 
on all the Telephone Company’s switch- 
boards were painted red so that the 
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operator would lose no time in answer- 
ing observers’ lines. 

Day after day the girls at the switch- 
boards speed the calls that keep the 
authorities informed about all aircraft 
aloft over the Pacific coastal areas. The 
operators are now handling over 5,000 
calls per month, and in some of the small 
exchanges, with only one or two girls on 
duty, as many as 70 such calls have 
been handled in a day. The co-operative 
spirit shown by the telephone operators 
in this work is greatly appreciated. 








Shortly after the inception of 
A.D. C., as the volume of requests made 
on the B. C. Telephone Company in- 
creased, Mr. Diplock assigned Mr. 
W.S. Pipes, his toll line engineer, to act 
as liaison officer between the Aircraft 
Detection Corps and the B. C. Tele- 
phone Company. Mr. Pipes has given 
his time unstintingly and A. D. C. has 
profited greatly from his technical 
knowledge and complete understanding 
of their communications requirements. 

To give commercial telephone service 
to isolated communities, logging camps, 
canneries, pulp and paper mills and so 
forth on the rugged B. C. coast, an ex- 





tensive radiotelephone em, which 
connects with the ordinary network of 
long distance lines, has been developed. 
Observers reporting by radiotelephone 
are connected to the landlines through 


the switchboards at Vancouver or 
Prince Rupert. The radiotelephone 
system also serves several hundred 
tug-boats, freighters, passenger ves- 





sels, fishing boats and other craft 
they ply the coastal waters, and so skip- 
pers are able to make reports to the 
“Aireraft Detection Corps” by tele- 
phone just as though they were ashore. 
The splendid co-operation of the 
B. C. Telephone Company, its officials 
and operating staff has in no small way 
contributed to the present successful 
functioning of the A. D. C. 
are Sea 


Miss Whiteley Weds 

Miss Dororuy Wurrexey, traffic pay- 
roll clerk, Vancouver, was married to 
Nicholson Taylor at Canadian Memorial 
Church, October 23. Associates pre- 
sented her with a coffee table. Showers 
were held for her by the general traffic 
and traffic engineering ladies and by 
the Bayview staff. She was formerly 
desk clerk at Bayview. 














Here are the three sons of H. H. Oakley, the B. C. Telephone Company's chief accountant, all in 
the armed services. Left to right: Corporal Robert J. Oakley, R.C.A.F.; Gunner John A. Oakley, 
R.C.A.; and LAC Brock H. Oakley, R.C.A.F. 
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Telephone Poetess from Prairies 
Now a B. C. Resident 


of the Saskatchewan Government 

telephone tem for many years, 
Mrs. Margaret Vance Rody is now a 
resident of Vancouver. 

She is the authoress of 
several books of 
which have brought letters 
of appreciation from Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth, 
Lady Tweedsmuir and 
Gracie Fields. 

For 22 years, Mrs. 
Rody was the telephone 
agent at Kamsack, Sas- 
katchewan. She also served 
one year at Ruddell and 
one year at Winyard. She 
was superannuated in 
1941, Her first husband, 
George Vance, died during 
a typhoid epidemic. Her 
second husband, John W. 
Rody, is also deceased. 
Her daughter, Mrs. W. M. Smith, of 
Kamsack, is a former telephone oper- 
ator, and her son, Fenton R. Vance, is 
in the telephone traffic department at 
Regina. She has three grandsons—one 
an Air Force pilot, now a Japanese 
prisoner; and another with the Cana- 
She also has a 


Bere. poetess and an employee 





poems 





dian Army overseas. 
great grand-daughter. 

“T cannot adequately convey to you 
in words how much I appreciate the 
tribute you pay to me in your poem,” 
wrote Gracie Fields in a letter to Mrs. 
Rody. 

Mrs. Rody has been writing poetry 
for 36 years. Bound volumes of her 
verse may be obtained in Vancouver 
stores. 

Here are two of her poems 
“Beauty and Thought in Verse 


from 





Because, kind friend 


REMEMBRANCE 
you passed this way, 


And spoke the cheery word, 
Somehow we feel the Angels’ song, 


Whose 





ry peal far ages long, 


Their echo you have heard. 





Mrs. Margaret Vance 
Rody 


eon earth, good will to 





man, 
Sweet song, of Hea 
And mother love and smiling 
babe, 
Help form the links that God 





nly Choir, 


ade. 
d lead us higher. 


has 


To bid 






Near Bethlehem, where shep- 
herds watched, 
His sacred feet once trod. 
No mansion for the Christ child 
there, 
But hovring wings and Angels’ 
car 
Their Stewardship of God. 





And so we thank you for the 
words, 

The kindly word so given, 
And their echo, through 
ar 
Fall softly on your listening ear 

As falls the dew from Heav’n. 






GRACIE FIELDS 


There'll always be a Gracie 


With songs from o’er the sea, 
Who laughed with us in Shilo 

And with the powers that be. 
Ah, yes! we sang with Gracie 

That “England shall be free!” 








And though some hearts were aching, 


We sang it cheerily. 


May luck be with you, Gracie, 
In our Canadian Land, 

‘The link to Home and England 
You held within your hand. 

You bound us to the Empire 
With songs, both new and old, 

The songs you sang at Dunkirk 
Within our hearts we'll hold. 


Though years and tides divide us, 
In memory we'll hear 

The songs you sang to help us, 
And fill our hearts with cheer. 

And oft when shades are falling 

ilo’s wind swept plain 

we love, still singing 

To Soldiers of the Main. 
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Cranbrook Operator Retires 
After 26 Years of Service 


ERMINATING 86 years of service 
Ts night telephone operator at 

Cranbrook, Mrs. Minnie Egan has 
retired from active duty. 

Mrs. Egan joined the staff of the 
Kootenay Telephone Lines Ltd., a local 
company, in 1917, at which time W. D. 

E 


associated 


Gilroy was manager. When the East 
Kootenay system became 
with the British Columbia ‘Telephone 
Company in 1928, under the name 
Kootenay Telephone Company Ltd., the 
y 








old staff was retained and Mrs. Egan 





carried on under the new management. 

On the occasion of her retirement, 
Mrs. Egan was honored by members of 
the staff of the Cranbrook exchange, 
past and present, the affair being held 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Gammon on Norbury avenue. 
for the occasion was Mrs. Ada Snow. 

The climax of the event followed the 
supper when, on behalf of the present 
operators and staff, Mrs. Snow pre- 
sented Mrs. Egan with a tri-lite lamp, 
as a token of the esteem in which she is 
held by her associates in the 
Telephone Company. Mrs. 
Snow expressed the con- 
gratulations and best wishes 
of those present. 





Hostess 


There followed the pre- 
sentation of a bouquet of 
roses, chrysanthemums and 
carnations by Mrs. L. A. 
Servis on behalf of former 
telephone employees, in 
memory of pleasant asso- 
ciations in the past. 

In addition to the guest 
and hostess, in- 
guests included the 
following: Miss Gundie 


of honor 
vited 





Mrs, Minnie Egan 


Thorliefson, Miss Muriel Reade, Miss 
Mary Pask, Miss Ellen Erickson, Miss 
Frances Shellborn, Miss Vera Hyde, 
Mrs. R. Slye, Mrs. Hugh Ferguson, 
Mrs. Helen MeNeill, Mrs. E. Staples, 
Mrs. L. A. Servis, Mrs. L. H. Acheson, 


Mrs. Brett, Mrs. M. Kirkland, Mrs. 
Ernest Siple and Mrs. W. B. Mansfield. 
—— 


Percy Evans Dies in California 








Percy Evans, aged 80 years, a Van- 
couver pioneer and a former director of 
the British Columbia Telephone Com- 
pany, died suddenly in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia on October 23. Mrs. Evans and 
a daughter survive. 

He was born in England and came to 
Vancouver in 1888. Shortly after his 
arrival here he started the company of 
Evans, Coleman & Evans Ltd., with his 
brother Ernest and a cousin, George 
Coleman. 

In the early days of the city he was 
among the founders of the Burrard In- 
let Rowing Club and was part of the 
rowing crew that defeated 
Vancouver Rowing Club in 
a competition. Later, the 
two clubs united. 

Mr. Evans was one of the 
original members of the Van- 
couver Club, and was form- 
erly a member of Jericho 
Country Club. 

He was a director of the 
British Columbia Telephone 
Company for ten years, and 
retired ) ago 
because of ill health. 


several years 
A brother, Ernest Evans, 


is at present residing in 


Bermuda. 
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“A Splendid Courage and 
Devotion to Duty” 


KRGEANT JAMES CLARK, of 
S the R. C. A. F. 
squadron leader as one who always 
carried out his work with “a splendid 
devotion to 
duty,” is missing overseas. 
The only son of John 
(Jock) Clark, of the B.C. 
Telephone Company’s 
building department, Jim 
was employed in the repair 
shop, Vancouver, prior to 
his enlistment in the Air 
Force on August 10, 1942. 
He failed to return from 
operations over enemy ter- 
September 4, 


described by his 





courage and 





ritory on 
last. 

A native of Nanaimo, 
Jim came to Vancouver 
with his parents in 1928. His twenty- 
first birthday was on last July 14. He 
was a graduate of King Edward High 
School. He entered the telephone busi- 
in 1940, 

A strapping six-footer, weighing 175 
pounds, Jim was a fine all-round athlete, 


R.C.A 


nes 








The 


erew of Jim Clark’s bomber. Jim is 


standing, second from the left. 





Sergeant James Clark, 
. F., who is reported 
missing. 


starring at track, soccer and baseball. 
While in high school he was sports 
editor of the King Edward paper, the 
Blue and White. Baseball was his prin- 
cipal interest, however. 
Indeed, he showed such 
potential ability as a left- 
handed pitcher that ex- 
perts expected him to go 
far in this sport. The war 
prevented his entry into 
professional baseball 
ranks, as arrangements 
had been made for him to 
join the Twin Falls club. 

Jim won the men’s open 
race at the annual B. C. 
Telephone picnic three 
years in succession. In an 
R. C. A. F. field day at 
Brandon, he carried off the high aggre- 
gate score. 

The following is from a letter from 
Jim’s R. A. F. squadron leader to his 
father, John Clark: 

“Your son was an air gunner of a 
fine crew and will be greatly missed in 
the squadron. This was his 20th opera- 
tional sortie against the enemy, and he 





had shown great keenness and efficiency 
in his work, which was always carried 
out with a splendid courage and devo- 
tion to duty. 

“May I now express the sincere sym- 
pathy both of myself and the entire 
squadron at this anxious time, and we 
all join with you in hoping and praying 





that some good news will eventually 
come through. 
“Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) “G. A. CARE Y-FOSTER, 
“Wing Commander, Commanding, 


“No. 101 Squadron, R. A. F.” 
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Edward Dawson Dies Suddenly 


DWARD DAWSON, 
i aged 57 years, an em- 
ployee of the Victoria 

plant department for 25 
years, died suddenly from a 
heart attack on October 15. 
He was found dead, slumped 
over the wheel of a company 
car, by Alan Harper, main- 
tenance and installation 
foreman, the same man who 
had got him into the com- 
pany, a quarter of a cen- 
tury 
Joining the company in 
May, 1918, Edward Daw- 
son was employed in 





go. 


var- 
ious positions in the plant 
department. At the time of his death 
he was storekeeper. 


Record Directory 


Tue largest telephone book in the B. C. 
Telephone Company’s history is the new 
directory for Greater Vancouver, New 
Westminster and the Fr. 
tributed for use after midnight, Satur- 
day, November 6. 

The Greater Vancouver book has 478 
pages, an increase of 24 pages over the 
previous directory. The total number of 
listings in the alphabetical s 
91,000, also a new record. 

Telephone growth that caused the 
larger book is mainly due to the de- 
mands of war industries and other essen- 





aser Valley, dis- 





ctions ex- 








ceec 


tial services. 

Number of directories printed, 126,- 
500, is the same as the previous issue. 
A new 
the total number of pages printed, 
9,004,200. 


The printing was done by The Sun 


record was set, of course, in 








Publishing Co. Ltd., and represented 





The late Edward 
Dawson 


He was married and is 
survived by his wife and 
Mrs. Olive 
Miss Joan. 


daughters, 
Maddley and 
He was a member of the 
B. C. Chapter, Telephone 
Pioneers of America. 
Funeral services were held 
on October 18, with the fol- 
lowing fellow employees 
serving as pallbearers. 
W. Askey, R. Chisholm, 
A. Harness, A. Harper, P. 
Nevard and W. Rankin. 
Among the final tributes 
sent by the 
Electrical 
Employees’ Organization 
and Chapter 53, Telephone Pioneers of 
America. 








were flowers 


company, the 





t individual printing job ever 
completed west of Winnipeg. Exclu- 
sive of cover stock, about 125 tons of 





paper were used. 


+++ 


A. M. Mitchell, Alberta’s "Phone Head 


O~x August 6, the Honorable W. 3S. 
Fallow, minister of telephones for the 
Province of Alberta, announced the 
appointment of A. M. Mitchell as 
deputy minister and general manager 
of Alberta Government Telephones, suc- 
ceeding the late James D. Baker, who 
died July 10. Mr. Mitchell was formerly 
comptroller of the organization. 

In 1927 he was elected secretary to 
the Telephone Association of Canada 
and has served in that capacity ever 
since. He was one of the prime movers 
in the organization of Alberta Chapter, 
No. 46, Telephone Pioneers of America, 
and is a charter member of that or- 
ganization. 
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Ernest Harris 


Bids Good-bye 


to Telephone Business 


RNEST S. HARRIS, directory 
EK advertising solicitor in Victoria 

for more than 29 years, retired 
from the company’s service on Septem- 
ber 30 last. 

On the occasion of his departure, he 
received a silver tray, suitably inscribed, 
from the commercial, revenue account- 
ing, traffic and plant departments of 
Victoria, C. C. Simpson, 
the district manager, 
making the presenta- 
tion. 

Although C. A. 
(Charlie) Price, direct- 
ory advertising man- 
ager, Vancouver, 
unable to be present, 
he sent a set of four 
pipes, along with a let- 
ter expressing his good 
wishes. 

A diamond setter by 
trade, Ernest Harris 
came out from Birming- 
ham, England, to Tor- 
onto in 1907, and for 
about three months y 
employed by a jewelry The 
financial panic of 1907 caused him to 
move west. He tried his hand at a num- 
ber of thin 
Victoria, serving as a postman and as an 
attendant in a cigar store, as well as 
doing odd jobs at his own trade. He 
was also in the real estate and broker- 
age business for a time. His first tele- 
phone work was for Colin Morris, then 
in charge of the company’s directory 
department, for whom he did soliciting 
on a comn. He was asked to 
carry on for Morris when the latter en- 
listed in 1914, and he continued to do 
so for over 29 years. 





rf 











was 


Ernest 8S, 





concern. 


s during his early days in 








sion basis. 





Delivery of telephone directories was 
one of his early duties, and his mode of 
transportation was horse and bugey. 

Ernest Harris will be missed, not only 
in the B. C. Telephone Company, but in 
offices throughout 
where, down the years, in the course of 
his business duties, he has drawn to 
himself a host of friends. 

ee ne 
Over $13,500 to Wel- 

fare Federation 
Emrtoyers of the Brit- 
ish Columbia Telephone 
Company © subscribed 
approximately $4,500 
to the Vancouver Wel- 
fare Federation in its 
1943 campaign. This 
subscription does not, 
of course, include the 
contributions of execu- 
tives canvassed outside 
the company, the com- 
pany’s own donation, or 
the contribution of any 


business Victoria 








. Haevis associated telephone 
concern. With all these 

combined, our total would exceed 
3,600. The 1942 subscriptions 





totalled $13,365. 

In charge of the canvass was W. 
Pipes. His committee consisted of M. 
H. L. Montgomery, Miss Muriel Bea- 
ton, J. C. Hemer, C. G. McCall, J. 
Southworth, R. M. Smith, 'T. M. Sher- 
wood, W. G. Lindsay and J. Baigent. 

pe See 
King Cavalsky Recovers 
Srreck by an iron that fell from an 
overhead shelf while he was stooping to 
pick up some kindling, King Cavalsky 
received hip injuries that confined him 
to his home for seven weeks. 








Ss. 
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Air Force Athlete 
AW2 Jacavetixe Witsox, former 
Hastings operator, has been winning 
new athletic honors in’ track meets 
staged by the armed forces. She topped 
all lady high jumpers in an event at 
Montreal. 

Miss Wilson was a Sun Walkathon 
winner (girls under 18), and was an 
outstanding athlete at Britannia High 
School. She is a niece of Mrs. George 
McCartney, wife of the retired super- 
intendent of construction. 

T. Halford Is Golf Champ 
Cuamevion of the B.C. Telephone Golf 
Club, Vancouver, for 1943 is Tommy 
Halford, winner of the Hamilton 
trophy in the annual tournament. Eddie 
MeMillan took second honors. 

The handicap tournament for the 
Rickards trophy was won by Jim 
Baigent, with Jock Clark as runner-up. 

Winner of the Carlile trophy, the 
prize in a special handicap event, was 
Don Weaver. Bert Carruthers was run- 
ner-up. 

Karl Haspel won the eclectic tourna- 
ment for the Munro trophy. Don 
Weaver ranked second. 





A trio of golfing maintenance men. Left to 
right: Don Weaver, Jack Morrow and Allan 
Irvine. Photo by G. Karl Haspel. 





The Burquit- 
lam Golf and 
Country Club 
was the scene of 
the annual lun- 
cheon and mateh 
between = teams 
headed by the 
president and 





vice - president, 
on October 17. 
The vice- pr 
dent’s team) was 

the winner. After = Miss Jacqueline Wilson. 
the luncheon, 

trophies and special prizes for the 
season’s play were presented by the 
club president, Eddie McMillan, 

The season concluded with a turkey 
shoot on the Fraser course, November 
14. Winners were Al Hatter, in the low 
handicap group, and Ken Ordway, in 





SI- 


the high handicap section. 





Bowling Club, Vancouver 
Miss Marcvenrtre McLean was elected 
president of the B. C. Telephone Mixed 
Bowling League, Vancouver, for the 
1943-1944 season, succeeding James 
Hillier. 

Other officers are: Jake Barker, vice- 
president: Mrs. Lenora Abrams, sce- 
retary-treasurer: Miss Evelyn Sump- 
ton, Miss Mona Bruce, Miss Isabelle 
Smith, Miss Velma Petreny, Mrs. Kk. 
Gosse and James Hillier. 

Twelve teams are competing for the 
championship and on November 50 
Cords were in first place with 18  vic- 
tories and nine defeats, while Phones 
were just one game behind. 

In the race for individual honors, 
Miss W. Mawer was showing the way 
to the ladies with an average of 201, 
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B. C. Telephone golfers at the Burquitlam 
Golf and Country Club, October 17. Photo by 
G. K, Haspel. 





while Fred Perkins was in first place in 
the male division with 213. 

High three-game mark for the ladies 
is 686, rolled by Miss M. Lackey. Jake 
Barker rolled 817 to lead the men. 

Best single game mark among the 
ladies is 291 rolled by Miss W. Mawer. 
Joe Weimar’s 331 is tops for men. 





N.MacDonald Wins Lions’ Tourney 

Norman MacDonaup, Bayview wire 
chief and president of the Burrard 
Lions Club, won the Stan Weaver 
trophy for the low net in the Lions’ 
inter-club golf tournament in Septem- 
ber. 





Williams Re-elected at Uplands 
Roserr F. (Bos) Wria1ams, of the 
Victoria plant department, was re- 
elected president of the Uplands Golf 





Club at the recent annual meeting. Com- 
mented The Daily Colonist: “Tt marks 
the second successive year that the 
presidency will be left in the hands of 
one of the most popular members at the 
course, 











Nanaimo Bowlers 
Nanatmo office has entered two teams 
in the city bowling league for this 
season. The ladies’ team is known as 
“The Telek. 
C. Phones”. 
—§<— 
Oh, Yeah? 
Father: “Well, Willie, what did you 
learn at school today?” 


es” and the men’s as “B. 





Willie (proudly): “I learned to say 
‘Yes > and ‘No, sir, and ‘Yes, ma’any’ 
and ‘No, ma’am,’*” 

Father: “You did?” 

Willie: “Yeah.” 











At the left is Major B. L. Millin, of the Creston 

Valley High School Cadet Corps, son of Alvin 

B. Millin, Creston plant man; and at the right 

is Lt.-Col. Jim Creech, O.C, Nelson Junior 

High School Cadet Corps, son of A. L. Creech, 
Nelson wire chief. 
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Vancouver Long Distance 
TV" HIS Christmas the Long 
| Distance War Service Club 
sent 81 parcels and 9600 
cigarettes to men in the armed 
services, three parcels of child- 





ren’s clothes to St. Christo- 
pher’s Hospital, Kent, Eng- 
land, and a contribution of 
$7.50 to the Allied Post at 
Montreal. 

Altogther 78 men were sent 


either cigarettes or parcels and 
in addition to these a circular 
letter was sent to each, explain- 
ing the activities of the club. In 
a letter received the writer told 
of a Christmas party the men 
of his mess were planning for — Airs. 
300 or 400 children, so to help 
them a parcel of toys was sent. 

The past few months have 
seen many changes in the office 
personnel. Girls who left to be mar- 
ried are the Misses Dorothy Duff, Mar- 
jorie Easter, Kay Le Huray, Maude 
Waddington, 
Gladys Lane, 
Mary Mal- 
colm, and 
Kay Gordon. 

Miss Olive 
Cc arlson re- 

Fr to 
the 


for M 








join 
R.. €.. As Be 
(W.D.). 
Miss Myr- 
tle Coutare 





trans- 
ferred to the 
plant depart- 
ment, 

Others who 
have resigned 


Was 


A real telephone baby is 
Jean Victoria Owen, shown 
abov ith her daddy, V. C. 
ta) of Nelson commer- 
cial. She was born on “dis- 
count day”, May 18, 1943. 















Margaret Hamilton, M 
Johnston, 
In front are 
Miss Freda Pearce, Mrs. 





Vancouver dial service operators gathered for the tea 
Amy Smith, who resigned to join the Air Force, 
In the photo, left to right, are: 
Sybil Potter, i 





Against the house, Miss 
wughton, Miss Hazel Reid, 
s Amy Smith, Miss Helen 
Aitchison, and Mrs, Gordon Wise. 
Boswell, Mrs, Eva March, 

Daisy Masse and Miss Mary 
Baird, 


Miss Ann M 






Miss Mary 
Miss Christine 


are Misses Ruth Lavery, Elizabeth 
n, Kay Robinson, Vera 
Muriel Trathen, Ann Beckett, 
McGowan, Joan Mortimer, Patricia 
Loughran, Muriel Murr. Joan Ver- 
vais, Grace Byers, Catherine Gordon, 
Kay Galbraith, Jean Thomson, Eliza- 
beth Gascoign, Kay MacLeod, Maude 
MeMaster, Florence Greaves, Ruth 
Franske, Teddy Smith, Beatrice 
Stacey, Betty Smith, Grace Eccleston, 
and Bessie Overill. 





and 
Florence 











Dial a Traffic 

Miss Ann Passack resigned to take up 
social service work. 
her honor at the home 
Johnston. Miss Pearce, Dial Service 
instructress, presented Miss Pas Te 
with a twin luggage set on behalf 
the staff. 

Miss Rose 


A tea was held in 


of Miss Helen 





Homenuke resigned to 
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take another 


position. 
Miss Amy 
Smith — re- 
igned to 





join the Air 
Force. A tea 
held at 
the home of 


Was 


Mrs. George 
Masse in her 
honor. Miss 
Booth, Dial 
Service chief 
operator, 
presented 
Miss Smith 
with a writ- 
ing case and 
a Waterman 
pen and pen- 





Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sims, 
The bride was formerly Miss 
Addie Phillips, of Marine- 
Pacific maintenance, The 
groom, now in the Army, is 
a peneetime switchboard 
construction employee. 
Associates in the company 
presented the couple with a 











cil set, on be- 
half of the 
staff. 





Fairmont 


set of flat silver. The wed- 
ding date wax September 4. Traffic 
The Miss 





Mixckver and Harris have been trans- 
ferred to the Long Distance staff. 

The following girls resigned in Octo- 
ber: the Misses Burns, Spence and B. 
Smith. 





Mrs. Eliza Coleclough, Miss Jeanne 
Cameron and Miss Edie Horton pac 
12 Christmas boxes for the boys over- 
seas. Each parcel consisted of socks, 
chocolate bars, 
cheese, Oxo cubes, chewing gum. bis- 
cuits, soap and handkerchiefs. 





cod 


razor blades, crackers, 





Miss Kathleen Barr has resigned and 
is making her home in Edmonton and 
Miss Ruth Armstrong has resigned to 


work for the Civil Service. 








Thirteen boys overseas have been 
sent 300 cigarettes each, from the Fair- 
mont girls, 

Miss Shirley McLaughlin has been 
transferred to Toll. 





Proctor, formerly Irene Loftus, 
and Miss Ivy Nice, both ex-Fairmont 
operators, have made their 
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, 








home in 





Kerrisdale Traffic 
Miss Pecey Suanrz 
to Long Distance. 
Misses Edith Hull, Margaret Hall 
and Kileen McArthur were transferred 
to Langara. 


was transferred 


ce Palmer and Helen Me- 
Kenzie have resigned. 

The sympathy of the staff was ex- 
pressed to Miss Dorothy McRobbie 
whose father passed away October 24 

The Misses Mary Macaulay, Rosie 
Schmidt, Doreen Blair and = Maizie 
Hapichuk have been transferred to 
Long Distance. 


Misses Gr. 








Mrs. Bernice Maguire has resigned 
to be married. 





New Westminster Traffic 





Empoyees resigning recently included 
the Misses J. 
Mill, I. Ing- 


raham, M. 





Walker and 
K. Burns. A 
wrist watch 
was the gift 
from the 
staff to Miss 
Mill: a cut 


glass bowl 
was the gift 
to Miss In- 


graham:a 


i 
2 = 
cocktail table = 
= 
and lamp = 
fo 
were pre- 
sented to Miss 





Walker: and 


. The former Miss Doroth 
Neu une he former Miss Dorothy 





Duff, Long Distance op- 

received a_ erator, Vancouver, and her 

” husband, LAC Gordon, of 

case of flat ye RO ap, They were 
ware, married on June 14, 
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Good-bye to Al Russell 


Annert L. (AL) Russevr, an employee 
of the B. C, Telephone Company for 13 
years, in 12 of which he served in the 
commercial engineering department, 
Vancouver, has resigned to become a 
naturopathic 
physician. He is 
now studying in 
Chicago. 

Al joined the 
company in Vie- 
toria in Septem- 
ber, 1930, and in 
November of that 
year 
ferred to the sales 
department, Van- 
couver. In Octo- 
ber, 1981, he 
joined the com- 
mercial engineer- 
ing department as toll salesman. In 
recent } had concentrated on 
the commercial development of ship-to- 
shore telephone service. On the ocea- 
sion of his departure, associates pre- 
sented him with a gift certificate. 


was trans- 





Al Russell 


years he 


He was the immediate past president 
of the Junior Board of ‘Trade of Van- 
couver. 

Under the heading “Long Farewell,” 
Al Williamson, columnist of the Van- 
couver News-Herald, had this to say of 
Al Russell’s departure : 

“Vancouver has lost a good younger 
citizen. Monday night Al Russell, 
immediate past president of the Junior 
Board of Trade, left for Chicago to re- 
turn to college. He will be there nearly 
four years before emerging as a full- 
fledged naturopathic physician, Or- 
ganizer of a number of community 
service campaigns during his member- 
ship in the Board of Trade 
plished a great deal during a short 
space of years, and is going to be missed 


Al accom- 





in community activities.” 


Miss Evans in R. C. A. F. 
Miss Gronroia Kvans, clerk, 
Marine-Pacific maintenance, has joined 
the R.C.A.F. (W.D.). Associates pre- 
sented her with a writing case and purse. 
She is the daughter of Louis Evans, of 
the engineering department. 


record 


THE PIONEER TRAIL 


By Jack C. Hemer 





(This column is devoted to the activities of 
B.C. Chapter No. 53, Telephone Pioneers of 
America. News items of interest to Pioneers 
are requested and should be sent to the secre- 
surer, Jack C. Hemer, 555 Seymour 
Vancouver.) 


Whar? No new to welcome 
this issue? Eligibles, don’t overlook the 
fact we await and will weleome your 
application. 











members 





Our best wishes go along with a life 
membership to: 

Ernest F. Helliwell 

Miss Christina MeIntosh, who has 
had a lengthy illness, is now well on the 
way to recovery. We all hope to see 
her back on the job soon. 

Tommy Fleming and Garnet Lee are 
both on the sick list. Tommy will prob- 
ably be off for some time; Garnet under- 
went an operation and we are pleased 
that he is well on the way to recovery. 

C. B. Handcock, Charles Flectford 
Sise Chapter, has been appointed Asso- 
ciation vice-president to serve out the 
unfinished term of the late Brete C. 
Nowlan. 

Congratulations 
whose promotions 
nounced. Good luck 
new positions. 





to all our members 
were recently an- 








und success in your 


In Memoriam 


Edward Dawson, Victoria Plant, 


Deceased—October 15, 1948. 
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Vancouver Island 





Victoria Traffic 


EMBERS of the 
M traffic department 
were joint host- 
at a mi 
shower in the 
room on Monday, Novem- 
ber 15, in honor of M 
Mabel Johnston, assign- 
ment clerk, who recently 
resigned to be 
after 20 years’ service in 
the Victoria office. 
The room was artistic- 
ally decorated with autumn 
flowers in colors of bronze 


Miss Johnston’s wedding 
took place in the Metro- 
politan United Church on 
Wednesday evening, No- 
vember 17, when she was 
united in marriage to 
Reginald A. Owen. The 
ceremony was performed 
by the Rev. A. E. White- 
house, D.D. 

Christ) Chureh Cathe- 
dral was the scene of the 
wedding of Miss Kathleen 
May Long and Ray Gor- 
don, the Very Rev. Dean 
S. H. Elliott officiating. 


llaneous 





recreation 





SS 


married 





Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Smith. 
The bride was formerly Miss 
Velma Parkes, of the Vie- 
toria commercial depart- 
ment; the groom, now of the 
R. C. A, F., is a peacetime 


and gold. A model ship, employee of the plant de- The bride was formerly a 
SS. Salvage Queen, car- partment. Victoria local operator. 


ried a cargo of gifts for a oe 
the popular bride-to-be. Miss Mar- Victoria Long 
garet Brinkman greeted the guest of Distance 
honor, pinning a corsage bouquet of 
tiny tea roses on her shoulder, then 
escorted her to the seat of honor. 

Later, Miss E. R. Walker, district 
traffic supervisor, on behalf of the staff's, 
presented Miss Johnston with a silver 
tray (Sheffield reproduction), extending 
congratulations and best wishes for her 
future happiness. Miss Johnston  re- 
sponded by ex- 
pressing her ap- 
preciation and 
thanks. 


Tue Victoria rec- 
reation room was 
the scene of a 
shower, given by 
the members of 
the Long Dis- 
tance staff on 
Monday, Novem- 
ber 22, in honor 
of M Edna 
Hooper, a popu- 
lar bride-clect, 
whose ma rriage 








AW2 M. Cook, of the 
R.C. A. F., formerly of 
Victoria Commercial. 


Over fifty mem- 
bers and ex-mem- 
bers of the staffs 
were present. 

The Misses I. 
Crawford, J. 
Dunean and FE. 
Ross were in 
charge of the ar- 
rangements. 





to Cpl. Hugh 
Kelso, R. A. F., 
of Belfast, Ire- 
land, took place 
on November Q7. 
Baskets and vases 
of mauve, gold 





and bronze chrys- 
anthemums dec- 
orated the room. 








of the 
formerly of 
Victoria Commercial. 
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The gifts were concealed in a “wishing 
well”, banked with moss and entwined 
with ivy. Set near the moss was a 
“Blarney stone”. On behalf of the 
members of the traffic department, 
Miss M. Burley, chief operator, pre- 
sented the bride-elect with a chenille 
bedspread and a table lamp, extending 
best wishes for her future happiness. 

During the evening 
ceived a tiny sprig of 
About 50 members of 
present. 


e- 





the guests 
shamrock each. 
the staffs were 


+ % # 
Knitting Club 

Tue Victoria Knitting Club donated 

$12 to the Navy League of Canada for 

Ditty Bags. A letter of appreciation 

was received. 

Miss Mary Lloyd, senior operator, 
donated $5 to the Knitting Club. This 
was from donations received as the re- 
sult of gifts of potatoes grown in her 
own garden, 





* * # 
Victoria Commercial 

AW2 M. Coox and AW2 A. Bett, for- 
merly of the Victoria commercial staff, 
have completed their basic training at 
Rockcliffe and have graduated to Tren- 
ton. Both girls joined the R. C. A. F. 
at the beginning of October. The com- 
mercial staff presented them with iden- 
tification bracelets with their names en- 
graved, and with the Air Force crest. 

The Rey. Dr. A. E. Whitehouse offi- 
ciated at the marriage between Velma 
Ethel, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Cc. B. Parkes, Cartwright, Manitoba, 
and Douglas Watt, only son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. A. Smith, Victoria. The wed- 
ding was solemnized at the Metropoli- 
tan Manse on September the sixth at 
10 am. The bride is a member of the 
commercial department, and the groom, 
who was formerly with the plant, is now 


a member of the R. C, A. F. 
so * * 


Birth 
ConcratTuLations are being received 











by Mrs. J. Eddison, formerly Miss 
Cathleen McAllister, on the birth of a 
baby girl, on October 16. 





Keating 


Miss Suema McKinnon trans- 
ferred to Victoria Long Distance. Prior 
to her departure, Miss V. McNally en- 
tertained at a dinner party in her honor. 
During the evening Miss MeKinnon 
was presented with a set of Rubinstein’s 
beauty preparations, with best wishes 
from the members of the staff. 


was 











Nanaimo 


Winns “Wisk” McDoveaur, Nanai- 
mo lineman, was recently presented with 
a gold wrist watch on the occasion of 
his leaving to enlist in the R.C.A.F. 
John Rowan made the presentation and 
his fellow workers united to wish him 
“good luck and happy landings.” 
* * & 





Powell River 
’ sEs CuMING 
ator, resigned to go to Vancouver. 





s, combination oper- 





Tribute from Air Vice-Marshal 
“Is conveying season’s grectings to you, 
the telephone men and women of British 
Columbia, I wish to take the opportunity 
to thank you—the telephone operators, in 

ular—for your fine work in. co- 
operating with the Aircraft Detection 
Corps on this coast. 

“To my officers and to myself, the 
speed, the skill and the courtesy with 
which A.D.C. calls have been handled 
have been an inspiration. 

“So, to all of you, on behalf of the 
R.C.A.F. staff officers administering the 
corps, and myself, 1 y 
for a job well done, and wish you 
Year ‘of optimism—one into which we 
may go forward with confidence, courage, 
continued effort, and the hope of better 
things to come.” 





—L. F. Stevenson, 
Air Vice-Marshal, 
Air Officer Commanding 
Western Air Command, 
Vancouver, B. C. 
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ANVASS of telephone employees 

for the Fifth Victory Loan, 

which resulted in a record sub- 
scription, was handled, as usual, by the 
Telephone Employees’ War Savings 
Committee. Here are the people who 
did the job: 


Executive ComMirree 
C. W. Halford, general chairman: 
Brian R. Bland, H. W.. Foulkes, 


Thomas H. Halford, Allister A. Suther- 





















land, Newton F. Pullen, William G. 
Lindsay, Thomas M. Sherwood; and 
Robert M. Smith, recorder. 
COMMERCIAL AND G ERAI 

R. A. Angus, Sales; J. R. Crawford, Col- 
lections; Miss F. Westwood, Directory; J. 
Baigent, Janitors; 'T. P. Waters, Victori 
Commerc Victor Owen, Nelson Commerc al; 





Miss Jes 
Gordon L. 





McCallum, 
Frost, Commer 

i MacPherson, 
and Peard 










ew W est- 
Sutherland, 





Printing and Publicity. 


REVENUE ACCOUNTING 
Miss Hope McGirr, Mrs. Helen O. Marston, 
Miss Caroline H. Reid, and Miss Agnes Me- 
Dougall. 








PLANT AND ENGINE 

J. Hemer, K. Cowper, R. Harkness, 

A. Irvine, H. Turner, D. Falconer, W. Foulkes, 
Lee. W. Miller, H. Urquhart, L. 

N. MacDonald, J. McLe f Mai 

H. H. Brown, Clerical; 

McCall, Accounting; J. Lidster, Engine rs; A. 





RING 



















Martinson, A. Peterson, J. MeDevi South- 
worth, all of Construction; G. G. Clarke, G. 
Manle Thompson, O. McCutcheon, all of 








rh, L. MeMillan, Nanaimo; 
t. New Westminster; 
R. Paterson, Nelson; 
. Nevard, D. W. Dopp, R. 
Toltum, all of Victoria. 


Installation; P. Cre: 
L. MacDonald, 
E. J. Davis, Ka 
R. Ard, H. 
Williams, F. B. 







TRAFFIC 

Miss Jean Wilson, Alma; 
and Miss Pea yards, Bayview; Miss Mollie 
Connor, Di Miss Florence Purvis, Dial 
Service; Mis Horton, Fairmont; Miss 
Myrtle Easthope, Glenburn; Miss Gladys 






Doris Whitty 


















Heathcote, He : Miss Nora Ravenhill. 
Information; M Winnifred Smith, Kerris- 
dale; Miss Kathleen Morriss, ngara; Mi 

Prudence Dauphinee, New Westminster; Miss 
Doris n, North; Miss Mawer, 
Toll; Miss Annie Brooks, West; Miss Dorothy 





Howard, R. M. Gillespie, General Traffic; Miss 











Mary Weber, Observation; Miss Dorothy 
Bunyan, School; Miss M. Y. Pound, P.B.X.; 
Mrs. M. Moore, Cafeteria M. Allwork, 
District Fraser Valley: a R. Walker, 
District I Viola Sim- 
mons, Kamloops; Miss Hellen Sloan, Nelson; 
Mrs. Donna Clement, Abbotsford; Mrs. Flora 
Corriveau, ; Miss Gertrude Greaves, 








































Albion; Annie Hodge, Belmont; Mrs. 
Beat n, Bridge River Mines; Miss 
Jenny Campbell River; | Mrs. Ethel 
3; Mrs. Da Bonde, Chemainus ; 

ss Lillian Maurer, Chilliwack; Miss Pauline 
Jamieson, Cloverdale; Miss Bessie Trinder, 
Cobble Hill; Miss Hannah Barr, Colquitz; Mrs. 
Tuck, Courtenay; M Muriel Reade, 
anbrook; Miss Honoria Payne, Creston; Miss 
Annie Beveridge, Cumberland; Clara 





Whidden, Duncan; Mrs. Winnifred M. Wilson, 
Fernie; Miss Florence Aitkens, Ganges; Mrs. 
Charlotte Keays, Golden; M Margaret Lus- 
combe, C d Forks; Mrs. Helen Thomas, 
Greenwood; Miss Dorothy Clark, Haney; Miss 




























Effie Turnor, Invermer s Flora Roberts, 
Kaslo; Miss Violet Me Keating; Mrs. 
Etches, Keremeos; Annette Fon- 
Kimberley; Miss } abeth Mason, Lad- 





Martha Foster, Ladysmith; M 
Langley Pra Miss Cee! 
; Mrs. Marie Jenkins, Michel; 
ion; Miss Inez Car- 
Catherine Gunn, New 
mon, Ocean Falls; Miss 
Gwendoline Roe, Oliver; Miss Catherine Cheney, 
Parksville; Miss Elizabeth Gold, Powell River: 
Mis Violet Thor Princeton; Miss Jean 
Jackson, Port Albe Mrs. Marie Muirhead, 


Miss 



















Prince George; M Irene Hoey, Port Coquit- 
lam; M Margaret Port Moody 
Mrs. Edna McBride, Miss Mary 





Enos, Sidney; Miss Agnes Milne, Mrs. 
Barbara Malloch, Steveston; Miss Susan Stain- 
ton, Trail; Miss Maude Burley, Victoria Local; 


Miss Violet M. ‘Tait, Victoria Toll. 











ARE War 
Certificates regularly ? 


you buying Savings 


Statement of Development, November 1, 1943 


iti: i r No. of Tels. No. of Tel No. of Tels, _ No. of Tels, 
BE sitish, Colm lee Uelep bone Co: Jan. 1, 1942. Jan. 1, 1943 et 1, 19 11, 1948 
Abbotsford .......... cee 417 429 
4 Agassiz... z = zs 158 3g 
Albion 5 
Aldergrove 
Baltour .. oan 
Belmont 
Bridge River Mines 
Chase fe 
Chemainus 
Cloverdale 
Cobble Hill 
Colquitz 
Courtenay 
Cumberland 
Duncan 
Ganges 
Golden : 
Grand Forks 
Greenwood 
Hammond 
Haney 
Hope 
Invermere 
Kamloops 
Kaslo ..... 
Keating 
Keremeos ... 
Ladner 
Ladysmith 
Langley 
Mayne Island 
Merritt 
Nakusp 
Nanaimo ..... 
Nelson 
New Denver 7 
New Westminster 6,895, 
orth Vancouver 
Oliver - 
Parksville 
Port Alberni 
Port Coquitlam 
Port Moody 
Princeton 
Richmond 
Rock Creek 
Rossland 
Sidney 
Sooke 
Trail 
Vancouver 
Victoria : 
West Vancouver 
4 1 Westwold oo... 
Toll Stations 





Totals 143,807 
Chilliwack Telephones Ltd. 1,193 


Kootenay Telephone Co. Ltd. 
Cranbrook 
Creston 
Fernie 
Kimberley 
Michel 
‘Toll Stations 





Totals 


North-west Telephone oe 
Campbell River . 
Ocean Falls 5 ‘ . 5 3 158 
Powell River a 1 2 F 1,205 
Prince George .. . _ 457 
Toll Stations 3 





OR ene ee 1837 883 2 1,929 
Mission Telephone Co. Ltd. B55 3 381 





Totals for above companies. 148,429 5 57.8 158,018 
(Gain from January 1, . to November 


Connecting companies in B, C. r 8,662 9459 
Totals including connecting companies 157,091 167,477 


+Operated from Kamloops. 








“To this reporter, after all these years, it is still 
as thrilling as in boyhood to lie awake in a Pullman 
berth and watch the dawn... 


“Beside the track the telegraph and telephone 
wires seem to stream by like liquid. It is hard to 
believe that these little strands of metal, even as 
you watch them from the windows, are carrying 


messages between man and man, the communica- 
tions of business, the news of war and sudden death, 
the words of love. 


“All this we take for granted now-a-days, along 
with the marvel of the railway itself, and every 
other marvel which keeps our civilization going. 
All taken for granted, all the vast, pulsating and 
infinitely complex organism of our society. And 
when you look at one aspect of it here in the raw, 
the system of travel and communication which does 
not falter even in the face of distance, weather 
and disaster, you do not wonder why our society 
does not work perfectly. You wonder, looking at 
the size and natural barriers of Canada, how it 
works at all.” 


—Bruce Hutchison, 


in The Vancouver Sun. 





